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Overview

Title Introduction to the sociology of prison life
Veranstaltungsart: Schliisselqualifikation

Number

Persons involved Deborah Kant

Type Course with introduction to theoretical aspects (P)
Semester hours Z

Course language/s English

Offered in Sommersemester 2026

Organisation Institut fiir Kriminologie
Leistungsnachweis Schliisselqualifikationsnachweis

Session Wednesdays, 14:00-15:30, ONLINE (ZOOM)
Description

Prisons are simultaneously places hidden from public view, yet are also at the forefront
of political life. Public attention to prisons and imprisonment is often linked to social
problems and crises - we tend to hear about failures and tragedies rather than successes.
This course provides an introduction to central themes at the heart of the sociological
study of prisons (with emphasis on the US, UK & Scandinavia), including: the birth of the
modern prison, aims of imprisonment, adaptation to prison and the formation of
subcultures, experience of men, women and young people, and special themes, including
carceral geography and sensory penalties.

The course will end with each student giving a short presentation (using PowerPoint) on

a pre-agreed theme. This will be followed by group questions and discussion. The aim is
to develop both academic presentation skills, and to learn how to offer constructive
feedback and to engage with peer work. To this end, the course will also include a session
on how to structure a presentation, find research material, good academic practice
(citation, etc), structure feedback, etc.

Teaching and learning method Mixture of lecture and seminar style teaching, with
interaction from students, including group
discussion and end of course presentations.

Please refer to KLIPS or ILIAS for the latest information.



